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Constellation checklist

Tick off the constellations as you learn to identify them.
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Constellation checklist

Tick off the constellations as you learn to identify them.
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Indigenous stars shown on the Southern Star Wheel

Scientific name

English name

Indigenous name

pursued by lonesome
widows

Achernar The Little Horn Senakane (Sotho, Tswana);
Tshinanga (Venda)

Aldebaran The Male Hartebeest | /Xam Bushmen

alpha & beta Crucis | The Male Giraffes Thuda (Venda)

Altair The Female Steenbok | /Gwi Bushmen

Antares The Fire-Finishing !Xu Bushmen

Star
Arcturus The Fire Finisher’s /Gwi Bushmen
Child

Betelgeuse Female Hartebeest /Xam Bushmen

Canopus The Horn Star Naka (Sotho, Tswana, Venda,
Lobedu, Ndebele, Pedi)

Canopus The Ant Egg Star /Xam Bushmen

Capella The Cattle Thief iNtshola (Zulu)

Castor The Female Eland /Xam Bushmen

Coal Sack Old Bag of the Night | Nyae Nyae !Kung Bushmen

Fomalhaut The Sweetheart Star | Ndemara (Shona)

Fomalhaut The Kiss Me Star Ntshuna (Tswana)

gamma & delta The Little Giraffe Thudana (Venda)

Crucis

Large Magellanic The Spoor of the Setlhako sa naka (Sotho)

Cloud Horn Star

mu-1 & mu-2 Sco | The Eyes of the Lion | xami di mura (Khoikhoi)

Orion’s Belt The Pigs Makolobe (Sotho); Dikolobe
(Tswana)

Orion’s Belt The Male Tortoises /Xam Bushmen

Orion’s Belt The Three Travellers | Rozi

Orion’s Belt Three Stars in a Row | Amakroza (Xhosa)

Orion’s Belt Three old men Masai

Orion’s Sword

Three Dogs chasing
the Pigs

Dintshwa (Sotho); dintsa le
Dikolobe (Tswana)

Orion’s Sword

The Female Tortoises

/Xam Bushmen

Orion’s Sword

The Long-Stemmed
Flower

oNdwenjana (Zulu)

Peacock The Female Steenbok | /Gwi Bushmen

Pleiades The Digging Stars isiLimela (Zulu, Xhosa); Kilimia
(Kiswabhili); Selemela (Sotho,
Tswana); Shirimela (Tsonga);
Tshilimela (Venda)

Pleiades The Stars of Spring !Khunuseti (Khoikhoi)

Pointers The Female Giraffes | Dithutlwa (Sotho, Tswana)

Pollux The Female Eland /Xam Bushmen

Procyon The Male Eland /Xam Bushmen

Regulus The Fire Finisher /Gwi Bushmen

Sirius The Champion iQhawe (Xhosa)

Sirius Pulls the Night Kgogamasigo (Tswana);

Across Kgogamashego (Sotho)

Sirius Pulling out the Dawn | Khohamutsho (Venda)

Sirius Pulling inDonsa (Zulu)

Small Magellanic The Spoor of the Setlhako sa senakane (Sotho)

Cloud Little Horn Star

Spica The Wildebeest Star | iNonqoyi (Zulu)

Vega The Male steenbok /Gwi Bushmen




